Dam the Mary River? Save the Mary River!

MEDIA RELEASE une 21,2007

Wheoser Save the Mary River Coordinating Group
the lungfish Support and Information Centre, Kandanga Railway, Ph: 5488 4800
says, “Save the http://www.savethemaryriver.com/  savethemaryriver@gmail.com
Mary River!”

Dam action group conducts independent “residents only”
meetings to assess social impacts

DAM opponents will hold their own meetings to uncover the social pain of the shattered Mary Valley
community after residents walked out of State Government-run meetings designed to assess the same
thing.

Save the Mary River Coordinating Group chairman Kevin Ingersole will head up the four meetings to be
held in the Mary Valley next month.

The meetings would collect raw data on the impact that the proposed dam has had, and is having on the
individuals and the social fabric of the affected communities, Mr Ingersole said.

And the group would give every member of the public the opportunity to participate in a social impact
assessment, not a select few.

“The meetings have a very singular purpose — to record a grass roots response to the question of what
were community values before the announcement to build the proposed dam and how those values have
been impacted by the announcement and on-going government activities ” Mr Ingersole said.

“They have nothing to do with property sales negotiations, the technical or environmental aspects of the
dam.

“Queensland Water Infrastructure is required to do a social impacts assessment and they haven’t asked
residents as individuals for their response, well, we are giving the residents the opportunity.

“The responses collected at these meetings on a confidential basis and will be included in the information
sent to the Federal Government, which will make the final decision on whether this dam gets built or not.

“This information is part of our group’s response to the public comment on the environmental impact
statement.

“We will not let unsubstantiated statements go unchallenged. We are emphasising a complete and
accurate picture from the ground up — not top down.”

At the meetings, Mr Ingersole will explain the QWI approach to the social impacts assessment, and why
the Save the Mary River group does not support it.



He expects the meetings to be emotional, and the group has decided to have social workers on hand, Iain
Watt (churches) and Jo O’Shanesy (independent) should anyone need assistance.

To give residents the opportunity to speak freely, media representatives will not be invited.

If people are unable to speak in public, they can make written submissions as individuals or as local
groups of residents.

Meetings will be recorded and aim to collect submissions from as many individuals as possible, but they
must relate to the following topics:

The pre-dam announcement situation: What did you really value in your local friends and
associates, your neighbourhood, your living and working environment in the Mary Valley, the
landscape in which you live? (Relevant aspects might include animals, privacy, social gatherings,
farm and occupational pride, hobbies, your standing in the community, trust, neighbourly
cooperation and sharing, tolerance and consideration in your area, country family values, crime
rate.)

Post announcement: What has changed with the above already? Does your local community work
the same now? Have you lost contact with former good friends who have moved on? Has the
problem of whether to sell or not affected your social group? Do you suffer increased stress,
feelings of powerlessness, financial hardship, family problems in an otherwise stable family,
pressure from QWI? Are there divisions in the community? Are there good aspects?

The future: The Save the Mary River group does not believe it is appropriate to look into the
crystal ball of what it will be like after a dam is built, but if people have comments they will be
recorded.

The meetings will be held at Kandanga Hall on July 10, Imbil Public Hall on July 11, Kenilworth
CWA Hall on July 17 and Ridgewood Hall on July 12.

All meetings start at 7pm and all residents are urged to come along and have their say.

Inquiries to John Porter on 5485 5255.

End

Media Contacts: Kaili Parker-Price 5484 5338 Mob 0419 672947

Kevin Ingersole 5488 4219 Mob 0419 538499




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


